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  Regular meetings are on the 1st 

& Board meetings on the 3rd              

.Thursdays’ of each month at 

7:00 pm.usually via this  

Zoom Link when not in person: 

RING 21 ZOOM 
Meetings


Comic Strip, Reviews 
& More  Inside too!

THE PAST YEAR 
AT A GLANCE  
See magic live 

and other online 
events 
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DUES & BANQUET 

INFO 
as well as member 
performance links
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RING REPORT & 
THE MAGICIAN 
OF THE MONTH 
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RING 21

The 84th Annual Awards and 
Installation Banquet  

with special guest  

Johnathan Levit 

Thursday October 6th! 

  From working as a consultant or in front of 
            the camera for TV shows like The X Files, 

Celebracadabra, The Bold and the   
	   Beautiful, Masters of Illusions to movies 

Lots more inside like links to pay ones annual 
dues as they are now due.  
See info about our October banquet as well as a 
calendar for the rest of 2022. 
Also photos from our last live meeting. 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

Photos and the new 
board slate

13

 like Now You See Me, Control and The Incredible Burt Wonders 
and of course at The Magic Castle this night he’ll present his full 

evening show for us! It’s all at Taix Restaurant and it’s not too late 
to get your ticket(s) (although the beef entree may not be 
available). There’s raffle prizes and more fun guaranteed! 

By Gerald Schiller

https://www.google.com/maps/dir//taix+restaurant/@34.0717561,-118.29219,14z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x80c2c71bc8d1f6fd:0x4a800245492fd14d!2m2!1d-118.261471!2d34.078277
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from the desk of the President … 

Happy 2022 to all!


Can you believe that we are already 20% through the 20s! Wow! I am super excited about 
2022 and the ring. We already have some great events lined up for 2022 that we will be 
announcing soon... Including two incredible lectures! 


Unfortunately our first meeting of the year, this Thursday, will be via Zoom and not in person. 
This is for two reasons. The first is that Omicron is on the rise and new cases are hitting all 
time highs after the Holiday Season. The CDC and WHO has asked to limit gatherings during 
this time so we can get past the holiday season. So limiting our meeting I think is a wise 
choice for the Ring. The second reason is that we are also still on the hunt for a consistent 
meeting spot. If any of our membership has ideas on where we could possibly do in person 
meeting in the coming months, please let us know as we have already exhausted a lot of 
options. Ideally we would like to trade a once a month magic show for the meeting venue 
instead of paying a cash rent to keep our membership dues affordable. Our board and 
myself are continuing to search for a location. So our members know, we have tried multiple 
venues but they just do not fit from a schedule, price or environment perspective. I am sure 
we will find a location soon and we will be sure to announce it just as soon as we do.  


The first meeting of the year's theme is: What I got for Christmas or Favorite Trick of 2021!


Looking forward to hearing about everyone's Holiday Season and catching up on Thursday!


Best Regards,

Erin Kabbash 

IBM Ring 21 President


RING 21 Past Year at a Glance 
September- Elections, Salute to Caryl Fleming and Performance Night theme   
   Vintage magic   

October-The 83rd Annual Awards and Installation Banquet with Ben Seidman 

November- Lecturer  BEN SEIDMAN  

December- Holiday Not Pot Luck Dinner Party     

January- Performance Night, Favorite trick of 2021 

February- Lecturer SILLY BILLY  

March-Performance Night theme Romantic/St.Patrick Magic 

April- Performance Night, theme Penn & Teller FOOL US 

May-Lecturer DAN HARLAN 

June-Lecturer DAVID JOHNATHAN 

July-National Convention no meeting 

August-Initiation Ceremony & Performance Night theme Open Mic Magic Night 

    Click here to join RING 21 

http://ibmring21.org/membership/
http://ibmring21.org/membership/


I.B.M RING 21 presents
The 84th Annual Awards and Installation Banquet  

October 6th, 2022
 Social starting at 6:30 pm, Dinner 7:00 pm, Show 8:00 pm

NOW at Taix Restaurant

1911 W. Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026   Click here for Directions 

Everyone welcomed! 
This is a great opportunity to bring friends and family members or just yourself to an 

IBM RING 21 event as this is open for non-members!

Menu Choices are: Beef, Chicken, Trout Almandine or Mushroom Risotto *
Tix $50 each includes parking, tax and gratuity. *Pays closer to event now can’t guarantee entree selection

A bunch of raffle prizes and following dinner from  lots of 
TV shows, movies, and consulting work, 

in his full evening show…

ALSO SEE the Magic Memorabilia Exhibit      Looking forward to seeing you all there! 

PayPal Link Here - Please include the name(s) and your entree selection(s) and                      
                include your annual membership of $35.  If you want to mail a check please click here to email 

Treasurer Robert Thomas for address or any questions, we Venmo too.
i.e. one annual dues and one dinner = $85. Add $50 per each add’l dinner. 

7:30 pm

Click here for Directions

PayPal Link Here 
click here 

Venmo 

http://paypal.me/rtring21
https://venmo.com/code?user_id=3100722145001472150&created=1661553481
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//taix+restaurant/@34.0717561,-118.29219,14z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x80c2c71bc8d1f6fd:0x4a800245492fd14d!2m2!1d-118.261471!2d34.078277
mailto:bdbbss@yahoo.com?subject=Pay%20RING%2021%20annual%20dues/banquet%20by%20mail


Renewing 
members or 

new members  
Dues still only 
$35 per year! 

The easiest way to pay is PayPal using the link below. 
Add $50 per person for the banquet (see those details 
elsewhere in this newsletter). In the notes/what’s this 

payment for? section of PayPal include the name(s) and if 
attending the banquet your entree selection(s). If you 

want to mail a check please click here to email Treasurer 
Robert Thomas for address or any questions.  

We also accept Venmo, under the name Robert Thomas. 
i.e. one dues and one dinner = $85. Add $50 per each add’l dinner. 

PayPal  and Venmo 

Click on the seal(s) to 
fill out an application(s) 

  
Le# is the interna,onal which 

includes The Linking Ring magazine 
monthly and RING 21 on the right
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Upcoming Scheduled* Events 
Oct 6-Annual Awards and Installation Banquet 
                         show by Johnathan Levit 

Nov 5-Lecture by Kayla Drescher on Bar and Restaurant Magic 

Dec 4-Holiday Potluck Dinner at the same August secret location 

Congrats to member 
and new board 
member Raul 

Fernandez on his 
new position at The 
Magic Castle (AMA) 

revising their
 Magic University.

Sad to report long 
time member

Jim Militello has 
passed away with 

likely a Broken 
Wand Ceremony

 to come.
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Ring 21 members tuned in (via Zoom) to connect for our September general 
meeting. Although we have had several “in person” meetings (and are still in 
process of looking for a permanent location) since  our lecturer was from New 
Hampshire and was available this week, we chose to make the meeting a 
“virtual” one.

The lecturer was Adam Wilbur whose company Vulpine Creations has 
developed a host of new effects so having him do the presentation gave us a 
unique look at some highly inventive magic.

He began with some very effective card effects though (for many of us) 
the methods seemed to be rather challenging. One was a variation on 
McDonald’s Aces. And while he promised some less “sleight-heavy” card work 
later in the evening, the limited time did not allow for them. He did 
mention using a product called “Science Friction” which is a much less messy 
alternative to roughing fluid and hopefully one that works as well.

One of his very popular and commercial items is called “In Case of 
Emergency.” It’s basically a chosen-and marked- card that vanishes and ends 
up being found in a tiny box with a lever to pull that is marked “Use in case of 
emergency.” And pulling it opens the box and there is the chosen card. 
It certainly does provide satisfaction for those of us who have always had that 
secret desire to pull a fire alarm (!)—though never had the courage. Here we 
get the satisfaction of finding the missing card. And without getting arrested 
for it!

One of Adam’s future projects is a “Bonfire Deck.” This is a new marked 
deck of cards that has backs that when riffled produce a blazing bonfire. The 
prototype he showed us looked very effective, so we will be looking forward to 
seeing this deck on the market.

HIs “Color Psychology” is also currently being developed: a series of 
colored wallets (originally an idea of Martin Lewis) that gives the performer 
many “outs” in controlling the spectator’s choice.

Adam’s lecture gave us all a lot of ideas about his creations and real 
ingenuity. I did, however,feel there was (perhaps) too much to absorb in the 
time we had and many of those watching might have been happier with less 
magic and more explanation. Unfortunately this often seems the problem with 
many lectures presented on Zoom. Finding the right fit for a lecture can be 
tough with the restrictions of modern technology.

SEPTEMBER  

LINKING RING REPORT  
by Gerry Schiller



The Greats of Magic 
A Series of Capsule Biographies of Famous Magicians 

by Gerald Schiller 

This Month
featuring…

         P.T. Selbit  
Though his name may not ring any bells of recogni,on to many people casually 
interested in magic history, Selbit was a most important innovator and was responsible 
for developing many amazing illusions. Some even give him credit for origina,ng and 
popularizing one of magic’s best-known effects: “sawing a woman in two.” 
 Born in London in 1881, Percy Thomas Tibbles worked as a silversmith and later as 
a journalist. As a young boy, he had become interested in magic, and soon he developed 
an act doing card and coin manipula,on. He decided to reverse the leRers of his last 
name and drop one of the “b’s” and he became known as Selbit. 
 He began to develop and perform effects for the stage, and these included “spirit 
pain,ngs” in which colors materialized on a canvas and created a pain,ng in the style of 
an ar,st chosen by the spectators.  
 His “mighty cheese” was a large circle of “cheese” that stood on its end and defied 
even the strongest spectator’s aRempt to knock it over.  
 He introduced “walking through a brick wall,” an effect that Houdini would 
incorporate into his act and which was extremely popular.  
 But Selbit’s most famous crea,on was “sawing a woman in half.” He first presented 
it to an audience in January of 1921 and it was a sensa,on. He promoted the illusion by 
having an ambulance parked in front of the theater and having assistants come out to 
the sidewalk between shows and pour buckets of murky red “blood” in the guRers! 
 Magician Horace Goldin quickly developed his own version of the trick and when 
Howard Thurston saw it, both were soon adding the illusion to their acts in the U.S. 
 When Selbit arrived in the U.S. on a tour, many theaters blocked him from 
performing the effect since they felt Goldin was the “owner” of it. Selbit sued Goldin in 
1921 for stealing his effect but lost his case when the court decided Goldin’s version was 
based on an en,rely different principle. In actuality, descrip,ons of the “sawing” trick 
had appeared in books many years even before Selbit performed it. 

THIS ARTICLE CONTINUES ON PAGE 11 ALONG WITH MORE PHOTOS OF P.T.SELBIT  
but first here’s some of our members & guests at a recent mee,ng



 





But first it’s the 
RING 21 Banquet! 

Although preferred advance reservations we likely can handleless minute too 



Disgusted by losing the court baRles, Selbit returned to England in 1922. He did develop a number of 
other fascina,ng illusions based on similar ideas: “destroying a girl,” “the indestruc,ble girl,” and 
“crushing a woman.” In the crushing illusion, a girl lay in a large box filled with balloons. Another box 
(almost the same size) with two men in it was lowered from above to nest into the first box. As it came 
down into the box where the girl was, balloons began popping. Finally the first box was opened and the 
girl had vanished. When the second box was li#ed from the first, she magically re-appeared! 
 Selbit died in 1938 at the age of 57. Horace Goldin died the following year. 
 However, the popularity of his “sawing a woman in half” con,nued to grow over the years—in 
many manifesta,ons. Harry Blackstone performed a buzz-saw version for many years (as did his son), 
and numerous other ways of slicing, dicing, and mu,la,ng assistants became popular as well.  
 Credit, however, for popularizing the original should go to P.T. Selbit, one of the very first to ever 
cut a woman in two—and then, fortunately, to return her to her original status. 

 Continuation of

P.T. Selbit 
By Gerald Schiller 



MAGIC HAPPENINGS!  links underlined LINKS TO RING 21 
MEMBER VIDEOS

MAGIC APPLE
The best magic shop and 

one of the few remaining “brick 
and mortars” around!

11390 Ventura Blvd 
Studio City, CA 91604 

Also order online: 
www.themagicapple.com

MAGIC ON THE GO
Great magic instruction 

brought to you by our very own 
Steve Valentine:

https://magiconthego.vhx.tv/

Westside Wizards Sam 291
Note: See 

www.westsidewizards.org for 
calendar of events  

Stoner Park OPICA Adult Day Care 
11759 Missouri Ave, Los Angeles, 

CA 

Mark Wilson IBM Ring 280
Note: See www.ibmring280.com 

for info and calendar meet at The 
Boys & Girls Club of Santa Clarita 
Valley  

24909 Newhall Ave. Newhall, CA 
91321 

Vertical Wine Bistro Dinner & 
Magic Show

NOTE: Vertical Wine Bistro has 
the best steak around! 

70 N. Raymond Avenue, Pasadena, 
CA, 91103 

www.verticalwinebistro.com 
626-795-3999 

Woodley Proper Magic 
Monday

Bar has magic on Monday nights. 
www.woodleyproper.com 

16101 Ventura Blvd, Encino, CA     
91436 

(818) 906-9775

MAGIC MONDAY 
Santa Monica Playhouse  
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com 
1211 4th Street Santa Monica,     

CA, 90401 

Magic and Wine – David      
Minkin

Bardot 
1737 North Vine Street, 

Hollywood, CA 90028 
 www.MagicandWine.com 
(800) 838-3006 

Ivan Imodei’s Intimate 
Illusions – The Show

Four Seasons Beverly Wilshire 
Hotel 

9500 Wilshire Boulevard,  
Beverly Hills, CA 90212 
www.ivanamodei.com 
(866) 811-4111

Smoke and Mirrors 
The Road Theatre 
5108 Lankershim Boulevard 
North Hollywood, CA 91601 

www.SmokeandMirrorsMagic.com 
(310) 450-2849 

The Magic Castle
7001 Franklin Avenue, Hollywood, 

CA 90028 
www.magiccastle.com
(323) 851-3313  

Magic Mondays

https://
www.magicmondayla.com/

 

ALL ABOVE SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE

2021-07-30: Lex The Illusionist 
performs an excellent Anniversary 
Waltz: 
https://youtu.be/PuAwD2PuklE 

27/2020: Bob Thomas: FUNNY book 
test with Lex participating: 
https://youtu.be/FQ-w0bOXSS4 

4/22/2020: Michael Larkin: A ninja 
ring and a great coin routine by 
Daryl. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=bShYQju5Zqk 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wyUg-UGhGIw  

4/21/2020: Karl Johnson: He and his 
8 year old daughter give a fun 
performance for her school talent 
show: 
https://youtu.be/mkKwufGLB_Q 

4/16/2020: Don Kinney: Short but 
hilarious interview at Kingsley Manor. 
https://
fpkingsleymanor.oneday.com/Video/
E3B7436B42 

4/18/2020: Jim Richardson:  A fun 
card trick, and the longest card trick: 
https://youtu.be/TptMf-XKe30  
https://youtu.be/Mri2yvZMBCk

We are on: 

twitter      @ibmring21 

        

facebook 

IBM RING 21 The Caryl Fleming 
Ring 

instagram         ibmring21 

And the internet! 
www.ibmring21.org 

Click here 
For newsletter 

Submission 
Consideration 

Click here to go to our 
zoom room 

Board member Charles 
sponsors Book Day on our 

Instagram 

every Wednesday which is  

dedicated to

promoting books on magic and 
magic history. See what’s being 

shared each Wednesday.

• Why 
didn't 
the mom 
let the 
little 
witch go 
trick or 
treating 
with her 
friends? 
She was 
ex-
spelled 
from 
school. 

• What is 

a 

witch’s 

favorite 

subject 

in 

school? 

• Spelling 

•
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