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of each month & Board meetings 

on the 3rd Thursdays’ via the 
link below all starting at 7 pm
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All welcome	  

Rob

Zabrecky

Lecture


But first we  
picnic!

Thursday, July 2nd, 6:30 p.m. at

Holy Virgin Mary Orthodox Cathedral 

AUDITORIUM

650 Micheltorena St, Los Angeles, CA 90026


Click above for driving directions


Free parking in their lot

Winner of this year’s Academy of Magical Arts 
(Magic Castle) award for Best Close-up 
Performer and starring in The Zabrecky Hour, his 
very own magic and comedy show now playing  
on Prime Video (shot here at Dynasty Typewriter) 
we present Rob Zabrecky lecturing. See the 
details on page 4. Plus we’re having a July 4th 
picnic (on July 2nd). We will be supplying 
sandwiches, drinks and you can bring dessert or 
whatever food & treats you like, or just pay $10.


https://www.google.com/maps/dir//650+Micheltorena+St,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90026/@34.0801306,-118.3212207,13z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x80c2c741c51fceb7:0x356aa04615286f11!2m2!1d-118.2799351!2d34.0801375?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDExNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw==
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Otherwise $10 if you can’t bring something



The talk concludes 
with a Q&A session, 
offering the 
audience a chance to 
engage directly with 
one of magic’s most 
original minds.


Thursday, July 2nd

7:30 PM


I.B.M. RING 21 
Hollywood


FREE for members

$25 for non-members 

(applicable towards our 
annual dues of only $35)


Holy Virgin Mary Russian 
Orthodox Cathedral


650 Micheltorena St., 

Los Angeles, CA 90026

Zabrecky's Alphabet of Magic: The A, B, Z’s of Magic 
A Magic Talk on the Artful Intersection of Magic and Theater *** 

"Zabrecky - the name means 'Abracadabra,' sideways" - LA Weekly 

Join Magic Castle’s two-time “Stage Magician of the Year,” 

Rob Zabrecky, for a compelling and insightful presentation 
exploring the theatrical side of magic — one letter at a time. In this 
unique talk, Zabrecky unveils 26 key principles that shape how magic 
can be presented as theater, offering a fresh and innovative 
perspective that has earned him seven prestigious awards from the 
Academy of Magical Arts. 
Known for his distinctive voice, vision, and style, Zabrecky is among 
a rare breed of performers who have helped redefine magic’s place in 
the cultural zeitgeist. In addition to his A-to-Z framework, he will 
share material from his working repertoire and dive into thought-
provoking and entertaining topics surrounding mystery, performance, 
and creativity. 



Holy Virgin Mary Russian Orthodox Cathedral

650 Micheltorena Street, Los Angeles, CA 90026


By Silver Lake Blvd. and the 101 Freeway

https://www.google.com/maps/dir//650+Micheltorena+St,+Los+Angeles,+CA+90026/@34.0801306,-118.3212207,13z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x80c2c741c51fceb7:0x356aa04615286f11!2m2!1d-118.2799351!2d34.0801375?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDExNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw==


Since 1938

July 2-Picnic with Rob Zabrecky Lecturer


	    14-Third Annual Magic Castle Night 


MUST SIGN UP IN ADVANCE AT BY THE NEXT MEETING!!

Note: This is a Tuesday night, anytime but we’re trying 

for the 6:15 Palace shows. Valet $30 parking, no cover.


August 13-Initiation Night and Schiller & D’Mago 	 	
	 	 	 	 Fool Us! Performance Night 


September 3-Remembrance for Caryl Fleming 		  
	 	 	 	 	 	    and Everett Morgan 


	 	 	        Elections and Four Corners Night


October 1-The 89th Annual Awards & Installation 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Banquet


*subject to change

www.ibmring21.org
www.ibmring21.org
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MUST SIGN UP TO ATTEND!


LAST CHANCE AT JULY REGULAR MEETING!



 

	 	 June


LINKING RING REPORT     

by MANNY D’MAGO     

As Hollywood’s Ring 21 summer kicks off, our club brings the June joy 
heat with a fantastic, family friendly children’s performance night with 
our very own members taking up the brave task of kid’s entertainers! 
Lots of kids came to enjoy a fantastically entertaining and phenomenal 
meeting, (including my own son, child prodigy and magi in training Joey 
D’Mago!). I (Manny D’Mago) also had a few spectacular, children’s magic 
themed raffle prizes lined up and lots of new magic that is out and about 
in the community. 

The evening started with Alex Avica presenting a trick with cards to 4 
volunteered kids; having the selected split packets by the children all 
having matching 10's, some dice were also intertwined into the routine 
to end the routine with amazement.

Next was Jay Jackson, using a child to pull out names out of a bag of 
"villains" like some scary characters, sonic and a dinosaur, cutting up a 
piece of paper to make the selected prediction reveal an evil SpongeBob. 
(I didn’t even know that was a thing but apparently the kids did!)

Up next was Wendy Sobel with a story about her grandfather asking out 
her grandmother using silks to reference her grandmothers’ dresses, 
pulling out 3 different color boxes and pulling a bouquet of flowers from 
a cylinder, making for a fairy tale ending worthy of Disney!

Mark Anthony Petrucelli was next to present his magical act using a red 
silk and making knots that come right off and then transform in a red 
sponge ball. Then using the same silk, the sponge ball turned into a red 
clown nose.  2 kids were volunteered for his next trick which was more 
like a public service announcement to keep kids away from gambling, 
using 3 sea shells, having them guess where the little ball is. Then he did 
a classical cup and balls routine to close his amazing act.

Next to present was Joe Selph, who stood out with his outfit, wearing a 
colorful vest, using big dice and an ‘X box’, (a box marked with an X, but 
the kids expected the video game system…silly kids!) he then transported 
into another box that's red with 4 doors revealing that the 4 door had 
nothing in it at all and the box somehow was still in there, WOW!




Up next was the astonishing dynamic duo of David Martinez and Abel 
Herrera with a very cool classic…the bullet catch! Using a volunteer 
child, Joey D’Mago, (who was not in on it by the way!) 1st he was shown 
a spoon that transforms into a fork, then David did a test fire, using a 
maker popping out of nowhere and using it to write on the "nerf gun 
bullet.” After marking the “bullet”, David busted out an exaggeratedly 
bigger gun nerf gun, the blast pro 3000 and Abel being blindfold with 
duct taped safety glasses to decrease his chances of visibility. After a 
few shots, and Abel being bombarded with the “bullets”, one was 
caught in Abel’s ear and it was the signed bullet. Crazy!!!

Up next was Brandove Occultist and his children mentalist act using 
large cards with cereal boxes on it having the children make a selection 
and him making a prediction. After having “mistakenly” showing frosted 
flakes, He revealed the correct prediction from a bandana and then 
having the kids pour something out of the cereal boxes onto 2 cups, 
Brandove grabs some floss and eats it along with the cereal that was 
poured out, having them clap along while he pulls out the floss, 
revealing cereal pieces tied onto the floss. Magically delicious!

Our very own Doctor of magic, “Doc” John Kowalczyk began his act 
using silks on a stick that would switch places somehow and a ball 
cylinder. Referencing Angry birds, he used 2 sponge balls of different 
colors, having them transform into an angry bird a childs hand. Then, he 
moved onto using different color balls for the wheel cylinder, having 
them switch places, having a box disappear a red ball that ended up 
back onto the cylinder. Crazy!


Next was our club president Bob Weiss who began his act using a small 
sponge bunny and volunteering a little girl and performing a sponge ball 
routine revealing a bunch of bunnies, multiplying every time. Next, he 
uses a cut out bunny and a poster board with doors, switching doors 
with kids wildly calling out where the bunny is...having them open all 
doors at the same times disappearing back onto Bob's pocket... Larry 
bugs bunny was definitely a sneaky little looney tune!

Next performer on our list was Ellen Stein who began her act using a 
clap sign to assist in initiating clapping. She then used 2 books to show 
different animals, having a couple volunteers pick 2 different animals 
and revealing the prediction as a hybrid duck unicorn! WHOA! She also 
brought a friend, a sheep dog puppet in a bag named "presto" that can 
do magic!




Using a set of different volunteers, she used flash cards with a banana, 
bone, an apple, a carrot and an egg, she mixed the cards, blindfolding the 
dog, going through the cards, revealing he knows which was his bone. 
She concluded her act with a balloon animal she created for one of the 
kids.


Gerry Schiller was next on our list, and this time he volunteered a couple 
of grownups to start his performance, the oldest trick in magic, egg bag 
routine! He also brought some help…a giant chicken named "JoJo" who 
clucked brutally. Then using an impossible tube that opens up and then 
pulling out a bouquet of flowers and large silks, having spectator name a 
card and revealing queen of hearts.

Closing our performances was yours truly Manny D’Mago, who 
performed a different take on the cups and ball routine, using play doe 
cups and a little yellow ball made of play doe. After some vanishing and 
some smoke, the ball finally traveled way across into the audience and 
onto a spectator’s purse. Very clever! After that he made a couple 
volunteers perform the magic for him, having them wear a top hat, dawn 
a magic wand and use a close up so that they can perform a mentalism 
act which had them pick some shapes and Manny impossibly correctly 
revealing the selection by the volunteer magician and his lovely assistant. 


Our members were excited for this months’ meeting because we had a 
very good time! We closed our meeting with an amazing raffle and 
announcing our next lecturer for July 2026… noe other than super star 
Rob Zebrecky! All in all, it was a definitely an evening to remember. Stay 
tuned for our next meeting in July, which will be one for the history 
books in Hollywood. Also as a side note, our August meeting will be 
delayed until late August because of ‘Magic Live 2026’ in Las Vegas, 
where we will have our 3rd annual Ring 21’s ‘Fool Us’ with Manny D’Mago 
& Gerry Schiller; also, we will be having a vote for a change of the guard 
for our club’s board. Things will certainly be very interesting, considering 
lots of members attended the convention in Vegas last year and will have 
lots to report. Until next month, this is Manny D’Mago reporting live 
from the magic entertainment capital of the world, Ring 21, signing off!



Showcase Your Skills After The Meeting!   

Calling all magicians!  
After our meetings, Manny will be ready to record 
anyone who wants to perform a quick, 30-second 
or so magic effect/trick or illusion for a fun 
Instagram Reels video project.  
This is your chance to shine and share your magic 	
with the world. Join in and let the magic happen! 

Actual 
Houdini 
photos 
to the 
right  
but 

colorized

Free Magic Show 


Every Wednesday at 


1 pm on Zoom


Go to https://openmicmagic.com/ and 
get your free tickets. You can even 

perform or just watch. It’s magicians 
from all over the world and quite 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 entertaining!

	 Free Magic Show 


Second & Fourth Wednesday at 


	 1 pm on Zoom


Go to https://openmicmagic.com/ and get 

your free tickets. You can even perform or 

just watch. It’s magicians from all over the 

world and quite entertaining!

2nd & 4th Wednesday

https://openmicmagic.com/
https://openmicmagic.com/


2026 marks the 100th anniversary of 
Houdini's death

Original photo

Jocelyn Gordon Whitehead, 31, not a 
student at the McGill University, 
returning a borrowed book was how he 
gained entry to Houdini's dressing 
room that fateful day. (He was also 
charged with shoplifting books twice in 
1928). He asked Houdini a question. 
“What is your opinion 
of the miracles mentioned in 
the Bible?”

Houdini tactfully replied, “I prefer not to 
discuss or to comment on matters of 
this nature. I would make one 
observation, however, – what would 
succeeding generations said of 
Houdini’s feats had he performed them 
in Biblical times? Would they have 
been referred to as ‘miracles’?”

Whitehead appeared to be somewhat 
taken aback at this statement.

It was at this point that Whitehead 
began to manifest what seem to me an 
astonishing interest in Houdini’s 
physical strength. Then, out of a clear 
sky, Whitehead asked, “is it true, Mr. 
Houdini, that you can resist the hardest 
blows struck to the abdomen?” He 
pounded Houdini for almost half an 
hour as two students Jack Price and 
Sam Smiley repeatedly tried to 
separate the two men. The students 
corroborated each other saying that 
Whitehead delivered "some very 
hammer-like blows below the belt”. 
One of these students had been 
drawing a picture of Houdini which I 
located and show below, note it also 
shows Whitehead (and shown below



the only known photo of Whitehead). Houdini's brother Theodore 
Hardeen, who returned to performing after Houdini's death, inherited his 
brother's effects and props. Houdini's will stipulated that all the effects 
should be "burned and destroyed" upon Hardeen's death. Hardeen sold 
much of the collection to magician enthusiast and rug salesman Sidney 
Radner during the 1940s. He was from MA and died in 2011 owned one 
of the world’s largest & most valuable collections of Houdini’s artifacts. 
It included the water torture cell which later David Copperfield bought.

Houdini's funeral was held on November 4, 1926, in New York, with more 
than 2,000 mourners in attendance. He was 
interred in the Machpelah 
Cemetery in Glendale, Queens, with the crest of 
the Society of American Magicians inscribed on 
his grave site. A statuary bust was added to 
the exedra in 1927, a rarity, because graven 
images are forbidden in Jewish cemeteries. In 
1975, the bust was destroyed by vandals. 
Temporary busts were placed at the grave until 
2011 when a group from the Houdini 
Museum in Scranton, Pennsylvania, placed a 
permanent bust with the permission of Houdini's 
family and of the cemetery.



Houdini had been ptomaine poisoned, his locks were finagled with and spiritualists kept 
predicting his death just months before his death. Houdini’s show was a three act and the 
final act he debunked Spiritualists showing his audiences how simple tricks they used to fool. 
A lot of these spiritualists went out of business (and a lot we still see today in Palmistry and 
tarot reading stores. And so the theory is Whitehead had been hired by the “Psychic Mafia” to 
hurt or kill Houdini. Whitehead 31 at the time and 58 at death died of malnutrition 
(starvation) and was buried in a pauper's grave in the Hawthorn-Dale Cemetery. He was only 
questioned for 20 minutes by police. Mrs. Houdini would get double indemnity from the 
insurance company if Houdini died not in a show for the amount of $20,000 or almost 
$400,000 in today’s dollars so it was pushed through quickly. Surprisingly almost no one, not 
even most magicians don’t know the name Jocelyn Whitehead the killer of Houdini and yet 
he was the most famous person in the world during his time and even today he’s the world 
most famous magician, even after death.

In a posthumous ceremony on October 31, 
1975, Houdini was given a star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame at 7001 
Hollywood Blvd. If you were to stand on the 
corner of Hollywood and Orange Houdini’s 
star is right at your feet at the corner, Penn & 
Teller are just "steps away" at 7003 
Hollywood Blvd., David Copperfield is just 

about 
30–40 
feet 
further 
west, 
past 
Penn & 
Teller. 

2008 (Photo): This was the rededication ceremony 
after his star had been restored.

Milt Larsen: centered, Co-founder of the Magic 
Castle and a driving force in the magic community.

Irene Larsen: Co-founder of the Magic Castle 
(standing to the right of Milt after JoAnne in hat).

Tippi Hedren: The legendary actress (known for 
The Birds), who has been a longtime supporter of 
the Magic Castle, next to Irene.

JoAnne Worley: The famous comedian and 
actress, a regular at the Castle.

Penn Jillette (kneeling): The "Penn" of Penn & 
Teller, unveiling Houdini's star.

Neil Patrick Harris: The actor and accomplished 
magician, who served as President of the Academy 
of Magical Arts at the time.

Teller (kneeling): The silent half of Penn & Teller, 
pointing to the star.

Jim Bentley: A well-known magician and Houdini 
escape artist specialist (standing on the far right).


Actual photo but colorized of his brother Theo 
Hardeen looking into the open casket which is 
rare for Jewish funerals. 

More Houdini, click here
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Check out our very own 

RING 21 Hollywood Magic Club 


Flickr Account & YouTube Channel
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Also Visit: 

And the internet www.ibmring21.org
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Submit your magic related jokes, memes, comics to: 
fanofchan@gmail.com

mailto:fanofchan@gmail.com






Optical Illusions



Make sure to check out 
the all new and 
improved I.B.M. 

International website

magician.org

You’ll be surprised and 
enjoy the all new 

resources 

Remember no 
venue fees! 


Instead perhaps 
buy a raffle 

ticket or donate 
a prize!

ALL RING 21 Members & Readers of this newsletter…

    	   				 GET 10% OFF !  		


 					 by mentioning RING 21		

Come Visit The Magic Apple!


In the shopping center at the intersection of

 Tujunga Avenue and Ventura Blvd in Studio City


11390 Ventura Blvd., 2nd Floor Studio City     Tuesday - Saturdays 11am to 6pm    Sundays Noon to 5pm 
Mondays Closed (818) 508-9921 www.themagicapple.com
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Join The World’s Largest Magic Club

International Brotherhood of Magicians

 And Join Local I.B.M. RING 21 Hollywood!


 •Linking Ring Magazine   •Lectures

•Monthly Meetings		      •Contests

•Conventions	 	 	     •Workshops


Contact:	 	 	 	 

Bob Weiss, President 	 	 	 	 	 Mark Anthony Petrucelli, Secretary

213-925-5757	 	 	 	 	 	 818-809-5144

magicrw@aol.com		 	 	 	 	 mapetrucellifilms76@gmail.com	 	 


Celebrating the enjoyment and camaraderie of magic since 1938!
Celebrating the enjoyment and camaraderie of magic since 1938!


Click or Scan ABOVE

When sending money ZELLE is preferred. 

PLEASE send regular delivery so we do not have to pay 

the fee for immediate delivery, contact Mark Anthony for 
alternate payment methods, thank you in advance!

Dues, Donations, Raffles, 
Banquet payments and more, 

RING 21 accepts

 PayPal	 Venmo 	 ZELLE,     	 	

Click here to join I.B.M. International
Click logo to join Hollywood RING 21

Scan 
this in 

your 
bank 

app to

mapetrucelli@gmail.com (Mark Anthony)

https://www.paypal.me/BobWeiss21
https://venmo.com/u/magicrw21
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To See Lots More RING 21 Photos and Videos click here

https://www.flickr.com/photos/201375695@N07/albums/








RING 21 membership is only $35 a year, a value so huge because we have several lectures a 
year, performance nights, two dinners (one a picnic in July and the other a Holiday dinner 
party) plus lots of camaraderie and more. Come experience live magic with a fun group of 
local professional and amateur magicians sharing magical ideas each month.


Houdini’s first movie,  The Grim Game, from 1919 is a fast-paced, action-packed 
silent thriller where Houdini uses his real escape skills to break out of prison 
transport and hunt down a frame-up. See it free in it’s entirely with this link:


              https://youtu.be/ECvD9pLaNKk

Houdini
Movie 

https://youtu.be/ECvD9pLaNKk
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Celebrating the enjoyment and camaraderie of magic since 1938!
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MAGIC RESOURCES AND MORE LINKS
OTHER LOCAL RINGS


RING 280 SANTA CLARITA

www.ibmring280.com 


RING 313 ORANGE COUNTY

ring313.org

RING 96 LONG BEACH

https://www.ring96.com/

OTHER LOCAL MAGIC 
MEETINGS

SAM 291 WEST LA

www.westsidewizards.org


SAM ASSEMBLY 22. DUARTE 
https://sites.google.com/view/

magicsam22/home 

Orange County Magic Club

theocmc.com

MAGIC LEARNINGS


THE MAGIC APPLE-magic shop

11390 Ventura Blvd

Studio City, CA 91604

Also order online: 
www.themagicapple.com

MAGIC ON THE GO

Magic instruction by Steve Valentine

https://magiconthego.vhx.tv/

The Magic Castle

7001 Franklin Avenue

Hollywood, CA 90028

www.magiccastle.com
(323) 851-3313


Illusion Magic Lounge – 

Santa Monica Click here for their 
website

PERFORMANCES ONLINE


Lex The Illusionist performs an excellent 
Anniversary Waltz: https://youtu.be/PuAwD2PuklE


Michael Larkin: Ninja ring Daryl coin routine

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bShYQju5Zqk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyUg-UGhGIw 


Karl Johnson and daughter give a fun 

performance:https://youtu.be/mkKwufGLB_Q


Don Kinney: Short hilarious interview at 

Kingsley Manor.https://fpkingsleymanor.oneday.com/

Video/E3B7436B42


Jim Richardson:  A fun card trick & longest card 

trick:https://youtu.be/TptMf-XKe30 


https://youtu.be/Mri2yvZMBCk


10% OFF  by  Mentioning  RING 21

SHOWS

More Photos and Performance Videos from our past Meetings

 Just Click Here!

Free Lecturer

Reciprocation!
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